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đVOD 

 

 

 
Publikace, kter§ se V§m dost§v§ do rukou, je jedn²m ze stŊģejn²ch vĨstupŢ projektu 

CLIL DATABASE ï tvorba metodickĨch a uļebn²ch materi§lŢ pro zav§dŊn² vĨuky 

vybranĨch pŚedmŊtŢ metodou CLIL, kterĨ prob²hal od ļervna 2011 do ļervna 2012 a jehoģ 

hlavn²m posl§n²m byla propagace metody CLIL v Moravskoslezsk®m kraji. 

 

Tato publikace je souborem pracovn²ch listŢ z dŊjepisu urļenĨch pro ģ§ky stŚedn²ch ġkol. 

 

Jan Stejskal 

  



CHAPTER 1: THE ENLIGHTENMENT 

 

THE ENLIGHTENMENT 

 

What was 'the Enlightenment'?  

 
The term òthe Enlightenment ò is used to refer to a European intellectual movement (but not a single 

school) of the 18
th

 century. It was based on a particular set of values, attitudes and beliefs shared by 

prominent thinkers and writers of that period. Thos e thinkers and writers were interested in society and 

its problems, philosophy and religion, history and morality. They revolted against traditional attitudes 

toward man, society and social institutions. Central to Enlightenment thought were the use of rea son 

and the confidence in human intellect . That is why the whole period was called the òAge of Reasonò. 

 

The Enlightenment spread from one European country to another (France, England, Scotland, Germany, 

Spain, Italy, American colonies...). Although some predecessors of the Enlightenment lived in England 

of the 17
th

 century (e. g. John Locke), the center of the Enlightenment was France and French became 

the common language of the Enlightenment.  

 

Why just reason?  
 

The science of the 17th and 18th century (mainly the work of Isaac Newton (1624 ð 1727) suggested 

that the natural world could by explored and understood by our reason, and that everything in it was 

governed by underlying laws that could be explained in a rational way. Newton  had a great influence 

on many ăEnlightenedò philosophers including Voltaire.  

 

Why just France?  

 
For two reasons: 

 

a) French absolutism established by Louis XIV and held by his successors tended to the hardest 

control of the state. Every man was supposed to blindly obey monarchÌs power. However, the 

Enlightenment considered reason and not monarchÌs power to be the final authority, the 

primary source for legitimacy. It led to many conflicts between enlightened thinkers and state 

institutions.  

 

b) French culture dominated in Europe and was widely imitated by other European monarchs and 

top social classes. The Enlightenment was a part of this culture. 

 

The most influential French thinkers of the period were Voltaire (1694-1778), Charles Louis 

Montesquieu (1689-1755), Denis Diderot (1713-1784), Jean dÌAlembert (1717 ð 1783) and Jean Jacques 

Rousseau (1712 ð 1778). Other great thinkers were David Hume (1711 ð 1776) from Scotland and 

Immanuel Kant (1724 ð 1804) from Germany. 

 

Voltaire  

 
¶ he has been considered to be a symbol of the Enlightenment  

¶ he was known throughout Europe for his active intervention in humanitarian causes 

¶ he had Europe-wide contacts among influential people, including Frederick the Great of 

Prussia and Catherine the Great of Russia 

¶ he considered fanaticism to be the greatest enemy of human reason 



¶ he rejected all forms of intolerance and opression 

¶ however, he wasnÌt an atheist, he confessed deism : a reasoned form of belief in God (God is a 

designer of the world and His intelligence and goodness can be inferred from the  workings 

and beauties of nature) 

¶ he criticised French absolutism, he was influenced by BritainÌs constitutional monarchy 

¶ he was no social radical: he wanted political changes in the state but not to rebuild the whole 

society 

¶ his best-known works were Candide and Philosophical Dictionary 

 

The Calas Affair  

 

Jean Calas was a Huguenot cloth merchant from Toulouse. His eldest son was found hanged in his 

fatherÌs textile shop and Calas was arrested and charged with having murdered him to prevent or punish 

his conversion to Catholicism. (In fact, the young man had committed suicide.) Calas was found guilty, 

condemned to death and executed. Voltaire started to be interested in the case and through a long press 

campaign he convinced European public opinion that Calas had been innocent and his judges prejudiced. 

 

Charles Louis Montesquieu  

 
¶ a political thinker  

¶ his major work The Spirit of Laws was published in 1748 and became extremely successfull (it 

appeared in more than 20 editions across the following two years) 

¶ he came with the idea of three separate and balanced powers: executive, legislative, and 

judicial power which are to prevent society from despotism of an absolute monarch  

¶ this idea was used in the American Constitution whose authors held Montesquieu in high 

regard 

 

Denis Diderot and Jean dÌAlembert 

 
¶ The Encyclopedia: a very ambitious project of a summation of all contemporary knowledge  

¶ it appeared in 28 volumes and 11 more of illustrated plates between 1751 ð 1772 

¶ Diderot was the main editor of the work, dÌAlembert assisted 

¶ almost all important writers of the period contributed to the work  

 

Jean Jacques Rousseau 

 
¶ people originally lived in a state of nature which was a paradise 

¶ but this changed and people had to estanblish a civil society through a social contract 

¶ according to Rousseau, society is a moral entity and the ògeneral willò or consensus of the 

people constitutes  a moral imperative binding on all members of society and more important 

than their individual wills  

¶ one of his most influential works is The Social Contract, he is also known for his educational 

treatise £mile 

 

Historical importance  

 
The Enlightenment strongly influenced the next generation of intellectuals in Europe and America who 

took part in the most importan t political changes (the French Revolution and the American War for 

Independence) and projected its ideas into common political practice.  
 

 



KAPITOLA 1: OSVĊCENSTVĊ 

 

OSVĊCENSTVĊ 
 

 

Co bylo ăosv²censtv²ò? 
 

Term²n ăosv²censtv²ò se pouĤ²v§ pro intelektu§ln² hnut² (nikoli vĢak jedinou Ģkolu) v Evropŋ 18. stolet². 

Toto hnut² bylo zaloĤeno na zvl§Ģtn²m souboru hodnot, postojţ a pśesvŋdĽen² sd²lenĩch Ľelnĩmi 

mysliteli a spisovateli tohoto obdob². Tito myslitel® a spisovatel® se zaj²mali o spoleĽnost a jej² 

probl®my, filozofii a n§boĤenstv², dŋjiny a mor§lku. Revoltovali proti tradiĽn²m postojţm k Ľlovŋku, 

spoleĽnosti a spoleĽenskĩm instituc²m. V centru osv²censk®ho myĢlen² st§lo uĤ²v§n² rozumu a dţvŋra 

v lidskĩ intelekt. Proto byla tato doba nazĩv§na ăVŋk rozumuò. 

 

Osv²censtv² se Ģ²śilo z jedn® evropsk® zemŋ do druh® (Francie, Anglie, Skotsko, Nŋmecko, ġpanŋlsko, 

It§lie, americk® kolonie...). AĽkoli nŋkteś² pśedchţdci osv²censtv² Ĥili v Anglii 17. stolet² (napś. John 

Locke), centrem osv²censtv² byla Francie a francouzĢtina se stala jazykem osv²censtv². 

 

ProĽ pr§vŋ rozum? 
 

Vŋda 17. a 18. st. (hlavnŋ d²lo Isaaca Newtona (1642 ð 1727) uk§zala, Ĥe svŋt pś²rody mţĤeme 

prozkoumat a pochopit svĩm rozumem, Ĥe vĢe v nŋm je ovl§d§no z§kony, kter® mohou bĩt vysvŋtleny 

rozumnĩm zpţsobem. Newton mŋl obrovskĩ vliv na mnoho ăosv²cenĩchò filosofţ vĽetnŋ Voltaira. 

 

ProĽ pr§vŋ Francie? 
 

Z dvou dţvodţ: 

 

a) Francouzskĩ absolutismus ustavenĩ Ludv²kem XIV. a jeho n§sledn²ky t²hl k t® nejtvrdĢ² kontrole 

st§tu. KaĤdĩ Ľlovŋk mŋl slepŋ poslouchat panovn²kovu moc. JenĤe osv²censtv² za koneĽnou 

autoritu a prim§rn² zdroj legitimity nepovaĤovalo panovn²kovu moc, nĩbrĤ rozum. Vedlo to k 

mnoha konfliktţm mezi osv²cenĩmi mysliteli a st§tn²mi institucemi. 

 

b) Francouzsk§ kultura v Evropŋ dominovala a dalĢ² evropĢt² panovn²ci a horn² spoleĽensk® vrstvy 

ji Ģiroce napodobovali. Osv²censtv² bylo souĽ§st² t®to kultury. 

 

NejvlivnŋjĢ² francouzĢt² myslitel® tohoto obdob² byli Voltaire (1694 ð 1778), Charles Louis Montesquieu 

(1689 ð 1755), Denis Diderot (1713 ð 1784), Jean dÌAlembert (1717 - 1783) a Jean Jacques Rousseau 

(1712 ð 1778). DalĢ² vĩznamn² myslitel® byli David Hume (1711 ð 1776) ze Skotska a Immanuel Kant 

(1724 ð 1804) z Nŋmecka. 

 

Voltaire  
 

¶ je povaĤov§n za symbol osv²censtv² 

¶ byl zn§m po cel® Evropŋ pro sv® osobn² angaĤov§n² se v humanit§rn²ch vŋcech 

¶ mŋl kontakty mezi vlivnĩmi lidmi po cel® Evropŋ, vĽetnŋ Fridricha Velik®ho v Prusku a Kateśiny 

Velik® v Rusku 

¶ za nejvŋtĢ²ho nepś²tele lidsk®ho rozumu povaĤoval fanatismus 

¶ odm²tal vĢechny formy nesn§Ģenlivosti a ¼tlaku 

¶ nebyl vĢak ateista, vyzn§val deismus: rozumnou formu v²ry v Boha (Bţh je kostrukt®rem svŋta 

a Jeho inteligence a dobrota mţĤe bĩt odvozena z fungov§n² a kr§sy pś²rody) 



¶ kritizoval francouzskĩ absolutismus, byl ovlivnŋn britskou konstituĽn² monarchi² 

¶ nebyl nijak spoleĽensky radik§ln²: chtŋl politick® zmŋny ve st§tŋ, ale ne pśebudovat celou 

spoleĽnost 

¶ jeho nejzn§mŋjĢ² d²la jsou Candide a Filosofickĩ slovn²k 

 

Calasţv pś²pad 

 

Jean Calas byl hugenotskĩm obchodn²kem s textilem z Toulouse. Jeho nejstarĢ² syn byl nalezen obŋĢenĩ v 

otcovŋ obchodŋ a Cals byl zatĽen a obvinŋn, Ĥe ho zavraĤdil, aby mu zabr§nil v konverzi ke katolicismu 

nebo ho za ni potrestal. (Mladĩ muĤ ve skuteĽnosti sp§chal sebevraĤdu.) Calas byl shled§n vinnĩm, byl 

osouzen k smrti a popraven. Voltaire se o pś²pad zaĽal zaj²mat a po dlouh® kampani v tisku pśesvŋdĽil 

evropsk® veśejn® m²nŋn², Ĥe Calas byl nevinen a jeho soudcov® zaujat². 

 

Charles Louis Montesquieu  

 
¶ politickĩ myslitel 

¶ jeho hlavn² d²lo O duchu z§konţ bylo vyd§no v roce 1748 a stala se extr®mnŋ ¼spŋĢnou 

(objevila se ve v²ce neĤ 20 vyd§n²ch bŋhem n§sleduj²c²ch dvou let) 

¶ myĢlenka tś² oddŋlenĩch a vyv§Ĥenĩch moc²: vĩkonn®, z§konod§rn® a soudn², kter® maj² 

zabr§nit despotismu jednoho panovn²ka 

¶ tato myĢlenka byla pouĤita v americk® đstavŋ, jej²Ĥ autośi si Montesquieua nesm²rnŋ v§Ĥili 

 

Denis Diderot a Jean dÌAlembert 

 
¶ Encyklopedie: velmi ambici·zn² projekt sumarizace (=shrnut²) veĢker®ho soudob®ho vŋdŋn² 

¶ objevila se v 28 svazc²ch a 11 dalĢ²ch s ilustracemi mezi 1751 ð 1772 

¶ Diderot byl hlavn²m redaktorem d²la, dÌAlembert mu asistoval 

¶ t®mŋś vĢichni vĩznamn² spisovatel® doby pśispŋli k tomuto d²lu 

 

Jean Jacques Rousseau 

 
¶ lid® pţvodnŋ Ĥili v pś²rodn²m stavu, kterĩ byl r§jem 

¶ ale to se zmŋnilo a lid® museli prostśednictv²m spoleĽensk® smlouvy ustavit obĽanskou 

spoleĽnost 

¶ podle Rousseuaua je spoleĽnost mor§ln² jednotka a ăobecn§ vţleò nebo konsenzus (= shoda) 

lid² ustavuje mor§ln² imperativ zavazuj²c² vĢechny Ľleny spoleĽnosti a dţleĤitŋjĢ² neĤ jejich 

individu§ln² vţle 

¶ jedn²m z jeho nejvlivnŋjĢ²ch dŋl je SpoleĽensk§ smlouva, je tak® zn§mĩ vĩchovnĩm pojedn§n²m 

Emil 

 

 

Historickĩ vĩznam 
 

Osv²censtv² silnŋ ovlivnilo dalĢ² generaci intelektu§lţ v Evropŋ i Americe, kter§ se z¼Ľastnila 

nejdţleĤitŋjĢ²ch politickĩch zmŋn (Francouzsk® revoluce a americk® v§lky o nez§vislost) a prom²tla jejich 

myĢlenky do bŋĤn® politick® praxe. 
 

 
 

 



TASKS 

 

True or false? Circle or underline the correct possibility.  
1) The Enligtenment dealt with the problems concerning human society and morality. 

TRUE     FALSE 

2) Its center was France. 

TRUE     FALSE 

3) Voltaire considered fanatiscism to be the best way of human thought.  

TRUE     FALSE 

4) Voltaire preferred atheism to fanaticism because he considered fanaticism to be too 

aggressive.      

TRUE     FALSE 

5) Voltaire had contacts among European monarchs. 

TRUE     FALSE 

6) Montesquieu had a great influence in America. 

TRUE     FALSE 

7) Diderot never met dÌAlembert. 

TRUE     FALSE 

8) Diderot and dÌAlembert created the Encyclopedia completely by themselves. 

TRUE     FALSE 

9) Rousseau believed the 18
th

 century was a paradise for people in France thanks to the 

Enlightenment.             

TRUE     FALSE 

10) All absolute monarchs in Europe sharply rejected the ideas of the Enlightenment. 

TRUE     FALSE 

 

Answer:  
1) What was the central value of the Enlightenment? 

2) Why did France become a centre of the Enlightenment? 

3) Why did Voltaire condemn fanaticism? 

4) How did Montesquieu intend to prevent society from fallacies of absolutism?  

5) According to Voltaire, the best solution for people is  to live in a rationally organized society. 

What RousseauÌs statement did he criticize? 

Match:  
 

¶ Voltaire    

¶ Montesquieu 

¶ Diderot  

¶ dÌAlembert 

¶ Rousseau 

  Voltaire     ____________________ 

 

  Montesquieu     ____________________ 

 

  Diderot     ____________________ 

 

  dÌAlembert     ____________________ 

 

  Rousseau     ____________________ 

 

a) The Spirit of Laws 

b) the Calas Affair 

c) summation of all contemporary 

knowledge 

d) The Philosophical Dictionary 

e) separation of powers 

f) he condemned fanaticism 

g) The Social Contract 

h) DiderotÌs assistant 

i) symbol of the period  

j) people originally lived in a state of 

nature which was much better than a 

civil society 

k) the main editor of the Encyclopedia 

l) Candide 

 

  



Read the text and do the tasks below:  
CHAPTER 1: SUPPLEMENT 

 

VOLTAIRE: PHILOSOPHICAL DICTIONARY 
 

FANATICISM 

Fanaticism is, in reference to superstition, what delirium is to fever, or rage to anger. He who is involved 

in ecstasies and visions, who takes dreams for realities, and his own imaginations for prophecies, is a 

fanatical novice of great hope and promise, and will probably soon advance to the highest form, and 

kill man for the love of God.  

Bartholomew Diaz was a fanatical monk. He had a brother at Nuremberg called John Diaz, who was an 

enthusiastic adherent to the doctrines of Luther, and completely convinced that the pope was 

Antichrist, and had the sign of the beast. Bartholomew, still more ardently convinced that the pope was 

god upon earth, quits Rome, determined either to conv ert or murder his brother; he accordingly 

murdered him! Here is a perfect case of fanaticism. We have noticed and done justice to this Diaz 

elsewhere. 

Polyeuctes, who went to the temple on a day of solemn festival, to throw down and destroy the statues 

and ornaments, was a fanatic less horrible than Diaz, but not less foolish. The assassins of Francis, duke 

of Guise, of William, prince of Orange, of King Henry III., of King Henry IV., and various others, were 

equally possessed, equally laboring under morbid fury, with Diaz. 

The most striking example of fanaticism is that exhibited on the night of St. Bartholomew, when the 

people of Paris rushed from house to house to stab, slaughter, throw out of the window, and tear in 

pieces their fellow citizens not attending mass. [...] 

There are some cold-blooded fanatics; such as those judges who sentence men to death for no other 

crime than that of thinking differently from themselves, and these are so much the more guilty and 

deserving of the execration of mankind, as, not laboring under madness like the Clements, Ch©tels, 

Ravaillacs, and Damiens, they might be deemed capable of listening to reason. 

* 

There is no other remedy for this epidemical malady than that spirit of philosophy, which, extending 

itself from one to  another, at length civilizes and softens the manners of men and prevents the access 

of the disease. For when the disorder has made any progress, we should, without loss of time, fly from 

the seat of it, and wait till the air has become purified from conta gion. Law and religion are not 

completely efficient against the spiritual pestilence. Religion, indeed, so far from affording proper 

nutriment to the minds of patients laboring under this infectious and infernal distemper, is converted, 

by the diseased process of their minds, into poison. These malignant devotees have incessantly before 

their eyes the example of Ehud, who assassinated the king of Eglon; of Judith, who cut off the head of 

Holofernes while in bed with him; of Samuel, hewing in pieces King Agag; of Jehoiada the priest, who 

murdered his queen at the horse-gate. They do not perceive that these instances, which are 

respectable in antiquity, are in the present day abominable. They derive their fury from religion, 

decidedly as religion condemns it.Laws are yet more powerless against these paroxysms of rage. To 

oppose laws to cases of such a description would be like reading a decree of council to a man in a 

frenzy. The persons in question are fully convinced that the Holy Spirit which animates and fills them is 

above all laws; that their own enthusiasm is, in fact, the only law which they are bound to obey.What 

can be said in answer to a man who says he will rather obey God than men, and who consequently 

feels certain of meriting heaven by cutting you r throat? 

When once fanaticism has gangrened the brain of any man the disease may be regarded as nearly 

incurable. I have seen Convulsionaries who, while speaking of the miracles of St. Paris, gradually 

worked themselves up to higher and more vehement degrees of agitation till their eyes became 

inflamed, their whole frames shook, their countenances became distorted by rage, and had any man 

contradicted them he would inevitably have been murdered. (pzn.: tento odstavec je v Ľesk®m 

pśekladu Vladim²ra ļech§ka ð Voltaire: Vĩbor z d²la, Praha 1978, s. 70, 71, pśedśazen na m²sto, kter® 

jsem oznaĽil hvŋzdou) 

[...] 



Fanatics are nearly always under the direction of knaves, who place the dagger in their hands. These 

knaves resemble Montaigneõs òOld Man of the Mountain,ó who, it is said, made weak persons imagine, 

under his treatment of them, that they really had experienced the joys of paradise, and promised them 

a whole eternity of such delights if they would go and assassinate such as he should point out to them. 

There has been only one religion in the world which has not been polluted by fanaticism and that is 

the religion of the learned in China. The different sects of ancient philosophers were not merely 

exempt from this pest of human society, but they were antidot es to it: for the effect of philosophy is to 

render the soul tranquil, and fanaticism and tranquillity are totally incompatible. That our own holy 

religion has been so frequently polluted by this infernal fury must be imputed to the folly and madness 

of mankind. 

  



KAPITOLA 1: PŚĊLOHA 

VOLTAIRE: FILOZOFICKĨ SLOVNĊK 

FANATISMUS 

 

Od povŋry k fanatismu je tak bl²zko jako od horeĽky k z§chvatu nebo od vzteku k zbŋsilosti. Ten, kdo 

bĩv§ u vytrĤen², m²v§ vidiny a sny povaĤuje za skuteĽnost a sv® vĩmysly za proroctv², je blouznivec; ten, 

kdo sv® blouznŋn² stvrd² vraĤdou, je fanatik. Jan Diaz, kterĩ se uchĩlil do Norimberku, kterĩ byl 

pśesvŋdĽen, Ĥe papeĤ je Antikrist z apokalypsy a Ĥe m§ pś²znaky zv²śete, byl pouhĩ blouznivec; jeho 

bratr Bartolomŋj Diaz, kterĩ odeĢel z Ś²ma, aby se vĢ² svatost² zavraĤdil bratra a skuteĽnŋ ho z l§sky 

k bohu zabil, byl jedn²m z nejohavnŋjĢ²ch fanatikţ, kter® kdy povŋra zrodila. 

  Polyeuktos, kterĩ jde ve sv§teĽn² den do chr§mu a tam zpśevrac² a rozbije sochy a ozdoby, je o trochu 

m²rnŋjĢ², ale nem®nŋ hloupĩ fanatik neĤ Diaz. Vrahov® FrantiĢka de Guise, Vil®ma, prince OranĤsk®ho, 

Jindśicha III., Jindśicha IV. a mnoha dalĢ²ch byli chorobnŋ posedl² stejnou zbŋsilost² jako Diaz. 

  NejodpornŋjĢ²m pś²kladem fanatismu je pś²pad paś²Ĥskĩch mŋĢšanţ, kteś² o bartolomŋjsk® noci ut²kali 

zavraĤdit, podśezat, vyh§zet okny a rozĽtvrtit sv® spoluobĽany, kteś² nechodili na mĢi. 

  Existuj² i chladnokrevn² fanatici: jsou to soudci, kteś² odsuzuj² k smrti ty, kdo se nedopustili jin®ho 

zloĽinu, neĤ Ĥe smĩĢlej² jinak neĤ oni sami; tito soudci se dopouĢtŋj² t²m vŋtĢ² viny a zaslouĤ² si t²m 

vŋtĢ²ho opovrĤen² lidstva, neboš nejednali v z§chvatu zuśivosti jako takovĩ Cl®ment, Ch©tel, Ravaillac, 

Damiens a mohli snad poslechnout hlas rozumu. 

  KdyĤ uĤ jednou fanatismus nahlodal mozek, je to nevyl®Ľiteln§ choroba. Vidŋl jsem fanatick® 

jansenisty, kteś² se pśi vykl§d§n² o z§zrac²ch svat®ho Parise bezdŋĽnŋ st§le v²ce rozpalovali: oĽi jim 

planuly, ¼dy se tś§sly, zuśivost jim zkśivila tv§śe a byli by zabili kaĤd®ho, kdo by jim odporoval.  

  Proti t®to nakaĤliv® nemoci nen² jin®ho l®ku neĤ filozofick®ho ducha, jenĤ, pozvolna rozĢiśov§n, 

zjemŕuje chov§n² lid² a pśedch§z² z§chvatţm nemoci; neboš jakmile se tato choroba zaĽne Ģ²śit, je 

tśeba ut®ci a poĽkat, aĤ se vzduch vyĽist². Z§kony a n§boĤenstv² proti duĢevn²mu moru nic nezmohou; 

n§boĤenstv² zdaleka nen² zdravou potravou, v tŋchto zasaĤenĩch mozc²ch se mŋn² v jed. Tŋmto 

uboĤ§kţm leĤ² neust§le na mysli pś²klad Aoda, kterĩ zavraĤdil kr§le Eglona, Judity, jeĤ se vyspala 

s Holofernem a uś²zla mu hlavu, Samuela, kterĩ rozsekal na kusy kr§le Agaga. Nevid², Ĥe tyto pś²klady, 

ve starovŋku ¼ctyhodn®, jsou v souĽasnosti odporn®; zdrojem jejich zuśivosti je tot®Ĥ n§boĤenstv², 

kter® je odsuzuje. 

  Z§kony jsou proti tŋmto z§chvatţm zbŋsilosti bezmocn®; je to stejn®, jako kdybyste Ľetli rozsudek 

poroty nŋjak®mu Ģ²lenci. Ti lid® jsou pśesvŋdĽeni, Ĥe Duch svatĩ, jenĤ do nich sestoupil, stoj² nad vĢemi 

z§kony, Ĥe jejich blouznŋn² je jedinĩ z§kon, kterĩ mus² poslouchat. 

  Co odpovŋdŋt Ľlovŋku, jenĤ v§m śekne, Ĥe radŋji poslechne boha neĤ lidi, a mysl² si proto, Ĥe si 

zaslouĤ² m²sto v nebi, kdyĤ v§s zabije. 

  Ti, kdo vedou fanatiky a vkl§daj² jim dĩku do rukou, jsou obvykle dareb§ci; podobaj² se onomu Starci 

z hor, jenĤ prĩ hlup§kţm nechal ochutnat rajskĩch rozkoĢ² a sl²bil jim, Ĥe jich budou moci uĤ²vat navŋky 

pod podm²nkou, Ĥe pţjdou zavraĤdit kaĤd®ho, koho jim urĽ². Ve svŋtŋ existovalo jen jedin® 

n§boĤenstv², kter® fanatismem nebylo poĢpinŋno, a sice n§boĤenstv² vzdŋlanĩch ļ²ŕanţ. Filozofick® 

sekty nejenĤe tomuto moru nepodlehly, ale dokonce byly l®kem proti nŋmu, neboš pţsoben²m 

filozofie se duĢe upokoj², zat²mco fanatismus s klidem se nesn§Ģej². A jestliĤe naĢe n§boĤenstv² bylo tak 

Ľasto zasaĤeno touto pekelnou zuśivost², m§ na tom vinu lidsk® Ģ²lenstv². 

 

Pśeklad: Vladim²r ļech§k 

  



TASKS 

 
1) Circle or underline expressions (adjectives and so on) which Voltaire used to describe as 

fanaticism. 

 

2) What is the only remedy for fanaticism, according to Voltaire? Mark this sentence or passage in 

the text. 

 

3) What is the relation between fanaticism and rationalism like? 

 

4) Do you think VoltaireÌs ideas are actual nowadays? Are there any contemporary examples of 

fanaticism? Use the internet and other sources of information and write an essay (in Czech) on 

this topic. Discuss with your classmates. 

 

  



CHAPTER 2: ENLIGHTENED ABSOLUTISM 

 

ENLIGHTENED ABSOLUTISM 
 

  

What was the òenlightened absolutismò? 
 

It was a form of government in which absolute monarchs pursued legal, social and educational reforms 

that were inspired by the Enlightenment. They typically instituted administrative reforms and religious 

toleration, and supported economic development. The 'enlightened' ruler considered himself or herself 

to be the 'highest servant of the state' exercising absolute power to provide for the general welfare of 

the population. However, none of them proposed reforms that would undermine their absolute 

sovereignity. 

 

 

Where, when and who?  
 

The enlightened absolutism was typical of Europe in the 18
th

 century. Among the greatest enlightened 

monarchs there were Frederick II of Prussia (Frederick the Great) , Maria Theresa  and Joseph II  in 

the Habsburg Monarchy, and Catherine the Great  of Russia. 
 

 

Typical features  
 

¶ highly centralized state 

¶ strong and developed bureaucracy 

¶ strong army 

¶ taxes imposed on inhabitants that were to finance the state 

¶ reforms inspired by the Enlightenment  

 

 

Other notes  
 

In spite of the fact that they were influenced by the Enlightenment, their attitude toward the question 

of royal power and its absolute sovereignity was similar to that of Louis XIV. They didnÌt admit at all 

that they could give up some of their competences. Their states were highly centralized and controlled 

by them and their bureaucracy. 

 

Many of enlightened thinkers (but not al l of them) considered enlightened absolutism to be the best 

possible form of government. For example Voltaire had far too little faith in ordinary people and their 

abilities for which reason he refused democracy (òdiscredited Athenian follyò). He considered political 

equality among people to be practically impossible. On the other hand, Rousseau argued that 

inequality among people is unnatural and makes decent government impossible. 

 

  



KAPITOLA 2: OSVĊCENSKĨ ABSOLUTISMUS 

 

 

OSVĊCENSKĨ ABSOLUTISMUS 
 

 

Co to by l òosv²censkĩ absolutismusò? 
 

Byla to forma vl§dy, v kter® absolutn² monarchov® prosazovali pr§vn², spoleĽensk® a vzdŋl§vac² 

reformy, kter® byly inspirov§ny osv²censtv²m. Obvykle zav§dŋli spr§vn² reformy a n§boĤenskou toleranci 

a podporovali ekonomickĩ rozvoj. ăOsv²cenĩò vl§dce pokl§dal s§m sebe za ăprvn²ho sluĤebn²ka st§tuò, 

jenĤ se tŋĢ² absolutn² moci, aby zajistil obecn® blaho obyvatelstva. Nikdo z nich si vĢak nekladl za c²l 

reformy, kter® by podkopaly jejich absolutn² svrchovanost. 

 

 

Kde, kdy a kdo?  
 

Osv²censkĩ absolutismus byl typickĩ syst®mem v Evropŋ 18. st. Mezi nejvĩznamnŋjĢ² osv²cen® 

monarchy patśili Fridrich II. (Velikĩ) v Prusku, Marie Terezie a Josef II. v Habsbursk® monarchii a 

Kateśina Velik§ v Rusku. 
 

 

Typick® rysy 
 

¶ vysoce centralizovanĩ st§t 

¶ siln§ a rozvinut§ byrokracie 

¶ siln§ arm§da 

¶ danŋ uvalen® na obyvatele, kter® mŋly financovat st§t 

¶ reformy inspirovan® osv²censtv²m 

 

 

DalĢ² pozn§mky 
 

Navzdory skuteĽnosti, Ĥe byli ovlivnŋni osv²censtv²m, jejich postoj k ot§zce kr§lovsk® moci a jej² 

absolutn² svrchovanosti byl podobnĩ tomu, kterĩ zast§val Ludv²k XIV. Vţbec nepśipouĢtŋli, Ĥe by se 

mohli vzd§t nŋkterĩch svĩch pravomoc². Jejich st§ty byly vysoce centralizovan® a kontrolovali je oni 

sami a jejich ¼śednickĩ apar§t. 

 

Mnoz² osv²cenĢt² myslitel® (ale ne vĢichni) povaĤovali osv²censkĩ absolutismus za nejlepĢ² moĤnou 

formu vl§dy. Napś²klad Voltaire mŋl jen malou v²ru v obyĽejn® lidi a jejich schopnosti, coĤ byl dţvod, 

proĽ odm²tal demokracii (ădiskreditovan® at®nsk® bl§znovstv²ò). Politickou rovnost mezi lidmi 

povaĤoval za prakticky nemoĤnou. Na druhou stranu, Rousseau nam²tal, Ĥe nerovnost mezi lidmi je 

nepśirozen§ a znemoĤŕuje existenci sluĢn® vl§dy. 

  



TASKS 

 

Evaluate the following statements (TRUE or FALSE):  
a) Frederick the Great and other enlightened monarchs of the period were inspired by 

thinkers like Voltaire or Montesquieu.  

b) The enlightened absolutism relied on a strong army and bureaucracy. 

c) Great Britain with its political system was a pattern copied by absolute systems in 

Europe. 

d) There were no enlightened monarchs in central Europe. 

e) Frederick the Great and other enlightened monarchs of the 18th century were very 

close to Louis XIV in the question of royal competences. 

 

What were the typical features of the enlightened absolutism?  
¶ strong bureaucracy 

¶ more democratic style of government  

¶ traditional autority combined with more or less progressive reforms  

¶ state finances based on regular taxes 

¶ political equality among people  

 

Who was who?  

           
 

a)                                          b) 

 

                 
              c)                                                                  d) 

 

clue: a) mother, c) son 

The pictures were taken from: www.en.wikipedia.org, www.1902encyclopedia.com, 

www.artnet.com, www.asukamaxwell.wordpress.com  

http://www.en.wikipedia.org/
http://www.1902encyclopedia.com/
http://www.artnet.com/
http://www.asukamaxwell.wordpress.com/


CHAPTER 3: THE CULTURE AND SCIENCE OF THE 18th CENTURY 

 

THE CULTURE AND SCIENCE OF THE 18th CENTURY 

Biology  
 

¶ Carl von Linn®: Swedish botanist and physician whose Systema Naturae 

(1735) laid the foundation of the modern taxonomy  by including all known 

organisms in a single classification system. He was one of the first scientists to 

define clearly the differences between species, and he devised the system of 

binomial nomenclature, which gave standardized Latin names to every organism. 

 

 

 

¶ Georges Buffon : French naturalist who was the first 

modern taxonom ist of the animal kingdom  and who led the team 

which produced the 44-volume Natural History (1749ð1804). He 

denied the biblical version of creation (one of DarwinÌs precursors). 
 

¶ Anton van Leeuwenhoek : 

Dutch pioneering scientist who made 

important observations of capillaries, red 

blood corpuscles, and sperm cells, and 

who is also known for being the first to 

observe bacteria. He used a microscope of 

his own construction. 
 

 

  Chemistry  
 

¶ Henry Cavendish : English chemist and physicist who showed 

hydrogen to be a distinct gas, water to be a compound and not an 

elementary substance, and the composition of the atmosphere to be 

constant. 

 

¶ Joseph Priestley : English chemist who 

discovered oxygen (1774; named by Lavoisier) 

and investigated its properties (1774; named by 

Lavoisier). 

 

 

¶ Antoine Lavoisier : French chemist who is widely regarded as the 

founder of modern chemistry . He discovered the process of 

oxidation , and argued that life itself is a chemical process. 



Physics 
¶ an intensive research concerning electricity: a team of scientists at the Dutch University of 

Leyden that invented the Leyden Jar, the forerunner of the capacitor.  

¶ Benjamin Franklin : American politician and inventor who  made several valuable 

contributions to scientific knowledge. His famous kite 

experiment (1752) demonstrated the electric nature of 

lightning . He invented the lightning conductor . 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physiology and medicine  
 

¶ the development of physiology and medicine progressed rather slowly but there were some 

notable discoveries concerning inoculation and vaccination for smallpox  

 

 

Technics 
 

¶ James Watt : steam engine                      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art  
¶ the beginning of the 18th century: the Baroque  

¶ but in France the new style appeared during the reign of Louis XV: classicism (in 1710 

Christopher WrenÌ s St. PaulÌs Cathedral in London was finished in this style, but built from 

1675) 

¶ later, still under Louis XV: the Rococo 

¶ French Rococo architecture became the dominant style throughout Europe (the Zwinger in 

Dresden) 

Literature  
¶ Jonathan Swift  and Alexander Pope  

¶ the rise of the novel (the novel as a modern form of literature): Daniel Defoe, Samuel 

Richardson, Henry Fielding  

¶ all of them were from England 



¶ Daniel Defoe  (in the picture) gained enduring fame for his novel Robinson Crusoe.  

¶ Henry Fielding  wrote another famous novel: Tom Jones. 

 

 

 

Music  

 

¶ the last phase of the Baroque era : the German composers Johann Sebastian Bach  and 

George Frederick Handel  

¶ the second half of the 18th century: the classical music represented by the Austrians Joseph 

Haydn  and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart  
 

¶ Johann Sebastian Bach (in the picture on the left) 

composed the Brandenburg Concertos, the Goldberg 

Variations and famous organ works including Toccata and 

Fugue in D minor. 

¶ Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart composed more 

than 600 works (operas, symphonies, piano concertos and 

others) including the Little Night Music , Rondo alla Turca, 

and Don Giovanni. 

 

 



KAPITOLA 3: KULTURA A VŊDA 18. STOLETĊ 

 

KULTURA A VŊDA 18. STOLETĊ 
 

Biologie  
 

¶ Karl von Linn®: Ģv®dskĩ botanik a l®kaś, jehoĤ Systema Naturae (1735) poloĤila z§klady modern² 

taxonomie, t²m, Ĥe zahrnula vĢechny zn§m® organismy do jednoho klasifikaĽn²ho syst®mu. Byl to 

jeden z prvn²ch vŋdcţ, kterĩ jasnŋ definoval rozd²ly mezi druhy a navrhl syst®m dvojmenn®ho 

pojmenov§n², kter® dalo kaĤd®mu organismu standardizovan® latinsk® jm®no. 

 

¶ Georges Buffon : francouzskĩ pś²rodozpytec, kterĩ vytvośil prvn² modern² taxonomii ĤivoĽiĢn® ś²Ģe a 

vedl skupinu, kter§ vytvośila 44 svazkovou Historii pś²rody (1749ð1804). Pop²ral biblickou verzi 

stvośen² (jeden z Darwinovĩch pśedchţdcţ). 
 

¶ Anton van Leeuwenhoek : holandskĩ prţkopn²k, kterĩ provedl dţleĤit§ pozorov§n² kapil§r, 

Ľervenĩch krvinek a spermi² a jenĤ je rovnŋĤ zn§m jako prvn², kdo pozoroval bakterie. PouĤ²val 

mikroskop sv® vlastn² konstrukce. 
 

 

  Chemie 
 

¶ Henry Cavendish: Anglickĩ chemik a fyzik, kterĩ uk§zal, Ĥe vod²k je odliĢnĩ plyn, Ĥe voda je sloĤen§ 

a nikoli element§rn² substance a Ĥe sloĤen² vzduchu je st§l®. 

 

¶ Joseph Priestley: Anglickĩ chemik, kterĩ objevil kysl²k (1774; n§zev poch§z² od Lavoisiera) a 

zkoumal jeho vlastnosti. 

 

¶ Antoine Lavoisier : francouzskĩ chemik, kterĩ je povaĤov§n za zakladatele modern² chemie. Objevi 

proces okysliĽov§n² a argumentoval, Ĥe Ĥivot je chemickĩ proces. 

 

 

Fyzika 
 

¶ intenzivn² vĩzkum elektśiny vŋdcţ na univerzitŋ v holandsk®m Leydenu, kterĩ vynalezl leydenskou 

l§hev, pśedchţdce kondenz§toru. 
 

¶ Benjamin Franklin : americkĩ politik a vyn§lezce, kterĩ nŋkolikr§t vĩznamnŋ pśispŋl k vŋdeck®mu 

pozn§n². Jeho slavnĩ experiment s drakem (1752) dok§zal elektrickou povahu blesku. Vynalezl 

hromosvod. 
 

 

 

Fyziologie a l®kaśstv² 
 

¶ vĩvoj fyziologie a l®kaśstv² postupoval pomalu, ale zaznamenal pozoruhodn® objevy tĩkaj²c² se 

oĽkov§n² a vakcinace neĢtovic. 

 

 

 

 



Technika  
 

¶ James Watt : parn² stroj 
 

 

Umŋn² 
 

¶ zaĽ§tek 18. stolet²: baroko  

¶ za vl§dy Ludv²ka XV. se ale ve Francii objevil novĩ styl: klasicismus  (v roce 1710 katedr§la sv. Pavla 

Christophera Wrena  v Londĩnŋ, dokonĽen§ v tomto stylu, stavba ale zapoĽala uĤ v roce 1675) 

¶ pozdŋji, st§le za vl§dy Ludv²ka XV.: rokoko  

¶ francouzsk§ rokokov§ architektura dominovala Evropŋ (Zwinger v Dr§Ĥņanech) 

 

 

Literatura  
 

¶ Jonathan Swift  a Alexander Pope  

¶ vznik rom§nu (rom§nu jako modern² liter§rn² formy): Daniel Defoe, Samuel Richardson, Henry 

Fielding  

¶ vĢichni byli z Anglie 

¶ Daniel Defoe  (na obr§zku) z²skal nehynouc² sl§vu za rom§n Robinson Crusoe. 

¶ Henry Fielding  napsal dalĢ² slavnĩ rom§n: Tom Jones. 

 

 

Hudba  
 

¶ posledn² f§ze barokn² ®ry: nŋmeĽt² skladatel® Johann Sebastian Bach  a Georg Friedrich 

Handel  

¶ druh§ polovina 18. stolet²: klasick§ hudba reprezentovan§ RakuĢany Josephem Haydnem  a 

Wolfgangem Amadeem Mozartem  

 

¶ Johann Sebastian Bach  (na obr§zku vlevo) sloĤil Brandenbursk® koncerty, Goldbergovy variace a 

slavn§ d²la pro varhany vĽetnŋ Toccaty and Fugy v D minor. 

¶ Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart  sloĤil v²ce neĤ 600 dŋl (oper, symfoni², klav²rn²ch koncertţ a dalĢ²ch) 

vĽetnŋ Mal® noĽn² hudby, Tureck®ho pochodu a Dona Giovanniho. 
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TASKS 

 
 

Match the following names with descriptions (by heart):  

 

1) Daniel Defoe 

2) Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

3) Joseph Priestley 

4) Antoine Lavoisier 

5) Johann Sebastian Bach 

6) Benjamin Franklin 

7) Carl von Linn® 

8) James Watt 

9) Anton van Leeuwenhoek 

10)  Henry Cavendish 

 

a) steam engine  

b)  lightning -conductor  

c) ho discovered oxygen  

d)  he was the first man to observe bacteria  

e) he discovered the process of oxidation  

f)  he showed hydrogen to be a distinct gas  

g)  foundation of the basic system of plant and animal classification  

h) one of the founders of modern novel  

i)  he composed some of the most famous compositions of the classical 

period  

j)  he composed some of the most famous Baroque compositions  
 

 

1  _____  2  _____  3  _____  4  _____  5  _____  6  _____  7  _____  8  _____  9  _____  10  _____ 

 

 

Check up your answers and write your score:  

 

 

And now, pla y pairs to remember as many names as possible.  
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CHAPTER 3: PAIRS 

 

Carl von Linn® 

 

 

basic system of plant 

and 

animal classification that  

remains in use today  

 

Georges Buffon  

 

 

Natural History in which 

he 

denied the biblical 

version of  

creation  

 

Henry Cavendish 

 

 

 

discovery of hydrogen  

 

Joseph Priestley  

 

 

 

discovery of oxygen  

 

Antoine Lavoisier  

 

 

 

He discovered the 

process of  

oxidation.  

 

 

James Watt  

 

 

 

steam engine  
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Benjamin Franklin  

 

 

 

lightning -conductor  

 

Christopher Wren  

 

 

 

St. PaulÌs Cathedral in 

London, completed in 

1710 

 

 

Daniel Defoe  

 

 

 

rise of the  novel, author 

of Robinson Crusoe and 

Moll Flanders  

 

Henry Fielding  

 

 

 

rise of the novel, author 

of Tom Jones 

 

Samuel Richardson  

 

 

 

rise of the novel, author  

of Pamela and Clarissa  

 

 

 

Johann Sebastian Bach  

 

 

composer, the last phase 

of the Baroque music, 

his works include the  

Brandenburg Concertos  

and the Toccata and 

fugue in D minor  
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Joseph Haydn  

 

 

composer, the Classical 

period, author of a lot of 

symphonies, MozartÌs 

close friend  

 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart  

 

 

one of the most famous 

composers of all times, 

the Classical era, author 

of Little Night Music, the 

opera Don Giovanni  and 

other famous works  

 

 

Anthony van Leeuwenhoek  

 

 

He was the first to 

observe and describe 

bacteria. He improved 

the microscope.  

 

All the pictures were taken from: www.en.wikipedia.org. 

  

http://www.en.wikipedia.org/
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CHAPTER 4: THE BRITISH EMPIRE AND AMERICAN COLONIES 

 

THE BRITISH EMPIRE AND AMERICAN COLONIES 
 

Great Britain  
 

The term òGreat Britainò comes from 1707 when England and Scotland joined together in one country 

called "Great Britainò. It was governed by the Hanoverian Dynasty  since 1714 which promised to keep 

political and religious freedom in the country. Great Brit ain became the most powerful state in Europe 

with numerous colonies, successful trade and relatively calm political situation. The political scene was 

governed by two groups (not modern political parties) defending interests of richer social classes: 

 

a) Tori es: very conservative, they defended interests of land aristocracy  

b)  Whigs: they defended interests of merchants  

 

Great Britain also became a leading industrial country Europe thanks to some technical improvements 

and inventions: 

 

¶ steam engine  

¶ shuttle  

¶ iron ore melting process in the blast furnace  

 

English colonization  
 

England Ìs (or later Great BritainÌs) foreign policy was based on basic rivalties with Spain and, later, 

mainly in the 18th century, France. There were several reasons for EnglandÌs great success in the 

process of colonization: 

 

¶ EnglandÌs island position 

¶ numerous harbors and fisheries 

¶ extensive trade with Europe 

¶ calm political situation in the state  

¶ relatively high level of prosperity which gave capital to invest in colonies  

¶ English societyÌs mobility: a lot of men ready to travel to new lands to start new life  

 

The target areas of English colonization were America, Asia (India) and Australia with New Zealand. 

 

The first colonies in America  
 

The first English settlers came to America in 1607. They founded a small settlement named 

Jamestown . The whole colony was named Virginia . 
 

Another colony was founded in the north of area in 1620. The new settlers, known as the òPilgrimsò, 

arrived in a ship called Mayflower. They named their settlement Plymou th . It was situated on the 

Massachusetts coast and later it became a part of the larger Massachusetts Colony. 
 

Although the beginnings of both of those colonies were cruel (starving, conflicts with the Indians, 

diseases including scurvy, and other problems; of more than 500 colonists who came to Virginia in the 

first few years, all but 60 died during the winter of 1609 to 1610), many people believed rumours about 

paradise and left their homeland to start new life in an unknown country.  
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Other English colonies emerged in rapid succession: 

 

¶ New Hampshire (1623)  

¶ Massachusetts Colony (1630)  

¶ Maryland (1634)  

¶ Rhode Island (1636)  

¶ Connecticut (1636)  

¶ North Carolina (1650)  

¶ South Carolina (1670)  

¶ Pennsylvania (1682)  

¶ and Georgia (1733)  

 

New York  and New Jersey  were originally founded as New Netherland  by Dutch West India 

Company and they were gained from the Dutch. Delaware  was established by Sweden. 
   

The first thirteen colonies were divided into three main areas: 

 

a) New England (New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut) 

b)  The Middle Colonies (New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware) 

c) The Southern Colonies (Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia) 

 

New England : the region with harsh climate and poor soil. Its only important resource was lumber. 

This was the reason why New England colonies based their economy on building ships and fishing. 

They exported great quantities of salted fish and their ships to Europe and to the British colonies in the 

West Indies. 
 

The Middle Colonie s: the region with rich soil. Their principal exports were grain and livestock 

exports. The region was full of family farms, some of them very rich and productive. There were some 

manufactures in some of the Middle Colonies as well producing iron, glass, paper and textiles. The 

òwestern countryò was a place of contacts between the Indians who traded furs to the colonists. The 

forest there also provided lumber.  
 

The Southern Colonies : the region with economy based on large plantations producing tobacco, rice , 

and indigo. Those plantations required a lot of agricultural workers. This requirement and a permanent 

lack of agricultural workers made the owners turn to the slave trade. There existed an active slave trade 

with Africans as slaves and the Dutch, French and English took part in this very profitable business. 
 

The inhabitants of the colonies came from many European countries. The wave of English immigration 

was dominant. Members of other nations ð from Germany, France, the Netherlands, Scotland, Ireland, 

and Sweden ð didnÌt set up their own, separate colonies (except New Amsterdam and Delaware) but 

they mingled with the English newcomers and adopted their language. Those people of various origin 

was set to the special milieu where social origin wasnÌt as important as individual abilities to adopt to 

the life under cruel conditions. Those two features: cultural variety of the newcomers and equality of 

men given by the environment played important role in the process of shaping the distinctive 

character of the new nation: the Americans. 

 

The number of inhabitants in the colonies increased to 2.5 million by 1750. There lived about 300 000 

black slaves in the Southern Colonies. 
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KAPITOLA 4: BRITSK£ IMP£RIUM A POļćTEK SPOJENĨCH STćTŢ AMERICKĨCH (TEXT) 

 

 BRITSK£ IMP£RIUM A POļćTEK SPOJENĨCH STćTŢ AMERICKĨCH 

 
Velk§ Brit§nie 
 

Term²n ăVelk§ Brit§nieò poch§z² z roku 1707, kdy se Anglie a Skotsko spojili do jedn® zemŋ pod n§zvem 

ăVelk§ Brit§nieò. Od roku 1714 v n² vl§dla Hannoversk§ dynastie, kter§ sl²bila, Ĥe bude dodrĤovat 

politickou a n§boĤenskou svobodu v zemi. Velk§ Brit§nie se stala nejmocnŋjĢ²m st§tem v Evropŋ s 

Ľetnĩmi koloniemi, ¼spŋĢnĩm obchodem a relativnŋ klidnou politickou situac². Politickou sc®nu 

ovl§daly dvŋ skupiny (nikoli vĢak modern² politick® strany) h§j²c² z§jmy bohatĢ²ch soci§ln²ch vrstev: 
 

a) Toryov®: velmi konzervativn², h§jili z§jmy pozemkov® aristokracie 

b)  Whigov®: h§jili z§jmy kupcţ 

 

Velk§ Brit§nie se stala rovnŋĤ vedouc² prţmyslovou zem² Evropy, a to d²ky nŋkterĩm technickĩm 

inovac²m a vyn§lezţm: 

 

¶ parn² stroj 

¶ tkalcovskĩ Ľlunek 

¶ tavba Ĥelezn® rudy ve vysok® peci 

 

Anglick§ kolonizace 
 

Anglick§ zahraniĽn² politika (pozdŋji zahraniĽn² politika Velk® Brit§nie) byla zaloĤena na soupeśen² se 

ġpanŋlskem a pozdŋji, pśedevĢ²m v 18. stolet², Franci². Obrovskĩ ¼spŋch Anglie v procesu kolonizace 

vyplĩval z nŋkolika dţvodţ: 

 

¶ ostrovn² poloha Anglie 

¶ poĽetn® pś²stavy a ryb§śstv² 

¶ extenzivn² obchod s Evropou 

¶ klidn§ politick§ situace ve st§tŋ 

¶ relativnŋ vysok§ ¼roveŕ prosperity, kter§ poskytla kapit§l, jenĤ mohl bĩt investov§n v koloni²ch 

¶ mobilita anglick® spoleĽnosti: mnoho lid² pśipravenĩch cestovat do novĩch zem² a zaĽ²t novĩ 

Ĥivot 

 

C²lovĩmi oblastmi anglick® kolonizace byly Amerika, Asie (Indie) a Austr§lie s Novĩm Z®landem. 

 

Prvn² kolonie v Americe 
 

Prvn² angliĽt² osadn²ci pśiĢli do Ameriky v roce 1607. ZaloĤili malou osadu, kterou pojmenovali 

Jamestown. Cel§ kolonie byla pojmenov§na Virginie . 
 

DalĢ² kolonie byla zaloĤena na severu v roce 1620. Nov² osadn²ci, zn§m² jako ăPoutn²ciò, dorazili na lodi 

jm®nem Mayflower. Svou osadu pojmenovali Plymouth . LeĤela na massachusettsk®m pobśeĤ² a 

pozdŋji se stala souĽ§st² vŋtĢ² kolonie Massachusetts . 
 

AĽkoli poĽ§tky obou tŋchto koloni² byly krut® (hladovŋn², konflikty s Indi§ny, nemoci vĽetnŋ kurdŋj² a 

dalĢ² probl®my; z v²ce neĤ 500 kolonistţ, kteś² pśiĢli do Virginie bŋhem nŋkolika prvn²ch let, pśeĤilo zimu 

1609/1610 jen 60), mnoho lid² uvŋśilo zvŋstem o r§ji a opustilo svou domovinu, aby zaĽali novĩ Ĥivot v 

nezn§m® zemi. 
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DalĢ² anglick® kolonie pak n§sledovaly rychle za sebou: 

 

¶ New Hampshire (1623)  

¶ Massachusetts (1630)  

¶ Maryland (1634)  

¶ Rhode Island (1636)  

¶ Connecticut (1636)  

¶ Severn² Karol²na (1650) 

¶ JiĤn² Karol²na (1670) 

¶ Pennsylv§nie (1682) 

¶ and Georgia (1733)  

 

New York a New Jersey  byly pţvodnŋ zaloĤeny jako Nov® Holandsko Holandskou z§padoindickou 

spoleĽnost² a podaśilo se je z²skat od Holanņanţ. Delaware zaloĤili ġv®dov®. 
 

Tŋchto prvn²ch tśin§ct koloni² mţĤeme rozdŋlit do tś² oblast²: 

 

d)  Nov§ Anglie (New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut) 

e) Stśedn² kolonie (New York, New Persey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware) 

f)  JiĤn² kolonie (Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia) 

 

Nov§ Anglie: region s drsnĩm podneb²m a Ģpatnou pţdou. Jedinĩm dţleĤitĩm pś²rodn²m zdrojem bylo 

dśevo. To byl dţvod, proĽ novoanglick® kolonie postavily svou ekonomiku na loņaśstv² a rybolovu. 

Vyv§Ĥely obrovsk® mnoĤstv² solenĩch ryb a sv® lodŋ do Evropy a do britskĩch koloni² v Z§padn²ch 

Indi²ch. 
 

Stśedn² kolonie: region s bohatou pţdou. Jejich hlavn²m zboĤ²m na vĩvoz bylo obil² a dobytek. Region 

byl zaplnŋn rodinnĩmi farmami, nŋkter® byly velmi bohat® a produktivn². V nŋkterĩch ze stśedn²ch 

koloni² se nal®zaly rovnŋĤ manufaktury vyr§bŋj²c² Ĥelezo, sklo, pap²r a textilie. Z§padn² oblasti regionu 

byly dŋjiĢtŋm kontaktţ s Indi§ny, kteś² prod§vali kolonistţm koĤeĢiny. M²stn² lesy rovnŋĤ poskytovaly 

dśevo. 
 

JiĤn² kolonie: region, jehoĤ hospod§śstv² bylo zaloĤeno na velkĩch plant§Ĥ²ch produkuj²c²ch tab§k, rĩĤi 

a indigo. Tyto plant§Ĥe vyĤadovaly mnoĤstv² zemŋdŋlskĩch dŋln²kţ. Tento poĤadavek a permanentn² 

nedostatek zemŋdŋlskĩch dŋln²kţ pśimŋl majitele hledat śeĢen² v obchodu s otroky. Existoval Ľilĩ a 

prosperuj²c² obchod s africkĩmi otroky, na nŋmĤ se pod²leli Holanņan®, Francouzi i AngliĽan®. 
 

Obyvatel® koloni² poch§zeli z mnoha evropskĩch zem². Dominantn² vlnou byla vlna anglick® imigrace. 

Pś²sluĢn²ci dalĢ²ch n§rodţ ð z Nŋmecka, Francie, Holandska, Skotska, Irska a ġv®dska ð nezakl§dali sv® 

vlastn² kolonie (kromŋ Nov®ho Amsterodamu a Delaware), ale m²sili se s anglickĩmi pśistŋhovalci a 

osvojili si jejich jazyk. Tito lid® rţzn®ho pţvodu se dostali do zvl§Ģtn²ho prostśed², kde spoleĽenskĩ 

pţvod neznamenal tolik jako individu§ln² schopnosti pśizpţsobit se krutĩm podm²nk§m. Tyto dva rysy: 

kulturn² rţznorodost novŋ pś²choz²ch a rovnost lid² dan§ prostśed²m hr§ly z§sadn² roli pśi utv§śen² 

sv®bytn®ho charakteru nov®ho n§roda: AmeriĽanţ. 

 

PoĽet obyvatel v koloni²ch vzrostl do roku 1750 na 2,5 milionu. V jiĤn²ch kolon²ch Ĥilo okolo 300 000 

Ľernĩch otrokţ. 
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TASKS 

 

Answer:  

 
1. What were the two most influential political groups in Great Britain? 

a)  _____________________     b)  ____________________ 

 

2. What dynasty started to rule in Great Britain in 1714? 

the _____________________ Dynasty 

 

3. Why did Great Britain become a leading industrial country in Europe? 

 

 

4. What was Great BritainÌs greatest colonial rival in the 18
th

 century? 

It was  ____________________ . 

 

5. Name three factors you consider to be more important than the others which led to Great 

BritainÌs colonial victory in the 18
th

 century. 

 

¶  

¶  

¶  

 

6. When did the first settlers come from England to America? 

They came in  __________ . 

 

7. What was the name of the first English settlement and colony in America? 

Its name was  _____________________ .  The whole colony was named  ____________________ . 

 

8. What was the first English settlement in the north of the eastern coast of America? 

It was  ____________________ . 

 

9. What geographical areas were the first thirteen colonies divided into? 

a)  ___________________________     b)  _________________________ c) ______________________________ 

 

10. Which of them werenÌt originally founded by English? 

a)  ___________________________     b)  _________________________ c) ______________________________ 

 

 

Complete the table of economic features:  
 

 

  NEW ENGLAND MIDDLE COLONIES SOUTHERN COLONIES 
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Look at the map (A). Then hide this map, use the map without labels (B), colour 

the three regions and label the first thirteen colonies in America.  

A 

 
 

B 

 

The maps are taken from: www.enchantedlearning.com 

  

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/
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CHAPTER 5: THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

 

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

 
Main causes of conflicts between the colonies and Great Britain  
 

a) the political causes : The British Empire of the 18th century was in fact a federal empire in 

which powers were distributed between central and local governments. It was the only 

reasonable practical way how to govern such a large territory. But in law the British Empire 

wasnÌt a federal but a centralized one. Parliament in London had all power and colonies were 

supposed to obey its orders. The colonists even didnÌt have their own representatives in 

Parliament. This unsolved problem between political practice and theory was one of the causes 

which led to the American Revolution. 

 

b)  the economic causes : The British Empire had a great economic profit from the trade with 

colonies. But there was another important problem. Although the American colonies had their 

own economic strength and interests, there were crucial disadvantages on their side. The 

colonists were allowed to import products of daily consumption only from Great Britain and 

realize export of their own products (cotton, tobacco, rice, lumber, metals) only through Great 

BritainÌs meditation. They perceived it as a great harm and disadvantage. 

 

The situation sharpened because of various taxes which the colonists had to pay. In 1765, the Stamp 

Act  (that imposed taxes on papers and newspaper) produced so sharp resistance so that it could have 

to be cancelled. In 1767 Parliament passed the Towshend Acts  which imposed duties on tea, paper, 

glass and paintersÌcolours. It resulted into colonial boycotting English goods. ThatÌs why all of them 

were cancelled three years later except for the duty on tea. In 1773 a group of about fifty men 

disguised as the Indians who wanted to protest against the duty on tea boarded the English ships in 

Boston harbour and emptied chests of tea into the sea. This event is called òthe Boston Tea Partyò 

and led to placing British soldiers in the colonies. 

 

A primary grievance of the British colonists was expressed by a slogan òNo taxation without 

representationò which originated in 1750s and 1760s. 

 

 

The Struggle for Independence  
 

1774   

 

The First Continental Congress of Philadelphia : delegates from the colonies agreed to defend their 

rights against Britain. 

 

1775 

 

The beginning of the war, the battles of Lexington and Concord. 

The Second Continental Congress of Philadelphia: the Colonial Army was formed and George 

Washington  (a rich planter from Virginia) was appointed Commander in Chief. 

 

1776 

 

Declaration of Independence  (formulated mainly by Thomas Jefferson ); this date (4
th

 July) is 

considered to be the date of the beginning of the USA  although the war wasnÌt over yet. 



35 
 

1777 

 

Although British soldiers almost defeated the American army, the most decisive battle of the War, the 

battle of Saratoga , meant American victory. It was the turning point of the War.  

 

1783 

 

The treaty which ended the war, Great Britain had to admit the new country. 

 

1787 

 

The American Constitution.  

 

1789 

 

George Washington was elected the first president . 

 

The next presidents were: John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison. 

 

 

The most important points of the Constitution : 

 

¶ the USA is a union 

¶ the legislature is held by Congress 

¶ Congress is composed of the Senate and the House of Representatives 

¶ members of the House of Representatives are elected directly by votes of all inhabitants of 

the USA 

¶ the Senate has two representatives from each state with no regards to the number of its 

inhabitants 

 

Some original clauses of the Constitution were later replaced by amendments. 

 

 

Expansion to the West and South  
 

It was a fast process. In 1803 a large territory called Louisiana was bought from France. Florida was 

gained from Spain, other areas were gained from in wars with Mexico (e.g. Texas). Many people left 

their homes to look for better life in the west of the Mississipi which led to conflicts with the native 

inhabitants called the Indians. The Indians were forced left their homeland and move to empty lands in 

the west. The attitude of American presidents Thomas Jefferson and Andrew Jackson towards them 

was cruel and unequal. Indian chiefs were tricked into giving up their land but promises given to them 

werenÌt kept at all. American expansion was connected with numerous massacres and crimes. 
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KAPITOLA 5: AMERICKć REVOLUCE 

 

 AMERICKć REVOLUCE 

 
Hlavn² pś²Ľiny konfliktţ mezi koloniemi a Velkou Brit§ni² 
 

a) politick® pś²Ľiny: Britsk® imp®rium 18. stolet² bylo ve skuteĽnosti feder§ln², moc byla 

rozdŋlena mezi centr§ln² vl§du a m²stn² samospr§vy. ġlo o jedinĩ rozumnĩ praktickĩ zpţsob, 

jak spravovat tak rozs§hl® teritorium. Ale podle z§kona nebylo Britsk® imp®rium feder§ln², 

nĩbrĤ centralizovan®. VeĢker§ moc n§leĤela londĩnsk®mu parlamentu a od koloni² se 

oĽek§valo, Ĥe budou poslouchat jeho naś²zen². Kolonist® dokonce nemŋli v Parlamentu ani sv® 

vlastn² zastupitele. NevyśeĢenĩ probl®m mezi politickou prax² a teori² byl jednou z pś²Ľin 

Americk® revoluce. 

 

b)  ekonomick® pś²Ľiny: Britsk® imp®rium mŋlo z obchodu s koloniemi obrovskĩ ekonomickĩ 

prospŋch. Ale vyskytl se tu dalĢ² probl®m. AĽkoli americk® kolonie mŋly svou vlastn² 

ekonomickou s²lu a z§jmy, na jejich stranŋ st§ly z§sadn² nevĩhody. Kolonist® smŋli dov§Ĥet 

produkty denn² spotśeby pouze z Velk® Brit§nie a uskuteĽŕovat vĩvoz svĩch vlastn²ch produktţ 

(bavlny, tab§ku, rĩĤe, dś²v², kovţ) pouze prostśednictv²m Velk® Brit§nie. To vn²mali jako velkou 

kśivdu a nevĩhodu. 

 

Situaci zostśily rţzn® danŋ, kter® kolonist® museli platit. Z§kon o kolkovn®m (kterĩ zavedl danŋ na 

¼śedn² dokumenty a noviny) v roce 1765 vyvolal tak ostrĩ odpor, Ĥe musel bĩt zruĢen. V roce 1767 

parlament schv§lil Townshendovy z§kony, kter® uvalily cla na Ľaj, pap²r, sklo a mal²śsk® barvy. To 

vy¼stilo do koloni§ln²ho bojkotu anglick®ho zboĤ². VĢechny poplatky aĤ na clo na Ľaj byly proto o tśi 

roky pozdŋji zruĢeny. V roce 1773 skupina asi pades§ti muĤţ pśestrojenĩch za Indi§ny, kteś² chtŋli 

protestovat proti clu na Ľaj, pronikla na palubu anglickĩch lod² v bostonsk®m pś²stavu a vyh§zela bedny 

s Ľajem do mośe. Tato ud§lost je oznaĽov§na jako ăBostonsk® pit² Ľajeò a vedla k rozm²stŋn² britskĩch 

voj§kţ v koloni²ch. 
 

Kśivdu, kterou britĢt² kolonist® pocišovali, vyjadśoval slogan ăģ§dn® zdanŋn² bez zastoupen²ò, kterĩ se 

vynośil v 50. a 60. letech 18. stolet².  

 

Boj za nez§vislost 

 
1774 

 

Prvn² kontinent§ln² kongres ve Filadelfii: deleg§ti z jednotlivĩch koloni² se dohodli, Ĥe budou br§nit 

sv§ pr§va proti Brit§nii. 
 

1775 

 

PoĽ§tek v§lky, bitvy u Lexingtonu a Concordu. 

Druhĩ kontinent§ln² kongres ve Filadelfii: byla vytvośena koloni§ln² arm§da a George Washington  

(bohatĩ plant§Ĥn²k z Virginie) byl jmenov§n vrchn²m velitelem arm§dy. 

             

1776 

 

Deklarace nez§vislosti (formulovan§ pśedevĢ²m Thomasem Jeffersonem); toto datum (4. Ľervence) je 

povaĤov§no za datum vzniku USA, aĽkoli v§lka jeĢtŋ neskonĽila. 
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1777 

 

AĽkoli britĢt² voj§ci americkou arm§du uĤ t®mŋś porazili, rozhoduj²c² bitva v§lky, bitva u Saratogy , 

znamenala americk® v²tŋzstv². ġlo o bod zvratu ve vĩvoji v§lky. 
 

1783 

 

Dohoda, kter§ ukonĽila v§lku, Velk§ Brit§nie musela uznat novou zem. 

 

1787 

 

Americk§ ¼stava 

 

1789 

 

George Washington byl zvolen prvn²m prezident em. 

 

DalĢ² prezidenti: Johna Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison. 

 

 

NejdţleĤitŋjĢ² body đstavy 
 

¶ USA jsou unie 

¶ legislativu drĤ² Kongres 

¶ Kongres se skl§d§ ze Sen§tu a Snŋmovny reprezentantţ 

¶ Ľlenov® Snŋmovny reprezentantţ jsou voleni pś²mo hlasy vĢech obyvatel USA 

¶ Sen§t m§ dva z§stupce z kaĤd®ho st§tu bez ohledu na jeho poĽet jeho obyvatel 

 

Nŋkter® pţvodn² Ľl§nky đstavy byly pozdŋji nahrazeny dodatky. 

 

 

Expanze na z§pad a na jih 
 

ġlo o rychlĩ proces. V roce 1803 bylo od Francie odkoupeno rozs§hl® ¼zem² nazvan® Louisiana. Od 

ġpanŋlska byla z²sk§na Florida, ve v§lk§ch s Mexikem pak dalĢ² ¼zem² (napś. Texas). Mnoho lid² opustilo 

sv® domovy, aby hledali lepĢ² Ĥivot na z§pad od Mississipi, coĤ vedlo ke konfliktţm s domorodĩmi 

obyvateli zvanĩmi Indi§ni. Indi§ni byli nuceni pśestŋhovat se do neobydlenĩch zem² na z§padŋ. Postoj 

americkĩch obyvatel vĽetnŋ prezidentţ Thomase Jeffersona a Andrewa Jacksona k nim byl krutĩ. 

Indi§nĢt² vţdci byli oklam§ni, aby se vzdali sv® zemŋ, ale sliby, kter® dostali, nebyly vţbec dodrĤeny. 

Americk§ expanze byla spojena s Ľetnĩmi masakry a zloĽiny. 
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TASKS 

 
Answer:  
 

1) What was the main political cause of the American Revolution? 

 

 

 

2) What was the main economic cause of the American Revolution? 

 

 

 

3) What kinds of taxes were imposed on the colonists by the Stamp Act and the Townshend Acts? 

Taxes on  _______________________________________________________________________________________ . 

 

4) Explain the sense of the Boston Tea Party (what did the colonists want to express)? 

 

 

5) When did the war start? 

It started in  __________ . 

 

6) What was the turning point of the war?  

It was  ___________________________________ . 

 

7) Who was named Commander in Chief of the American army? 

_________________________ 

 

8) What was the most important written document expressing the attitude of the colonists?  

It was  ______________________________ . 

 

9) When did the war end? 

In  __________ . 

 

10) Who became the first president? 

_________________________ 

 

11) When was the Constitution adopted? 

In  __________ . 

 

12) Draw a scheme of American political structure expressed in the Constitution. 
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What events can you seen in the  pictures? Complete the picture story about the 

American Revolution.  
 

 

A 

 

 

                               B 

 

C                                                            

                                                                   D 



40 
 

E 

 

                                                                                        

F                                                                  

 

                                                                                 

  G 




























































































































































































































































































































































































